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application: 

T JSTTNG OF CLAIMS : 

I'hc listing ofthe claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (currently amended) A lilling device for containers which can be handled by means of 
container handling equipment, said lifting device comprising: 

at least one hydratilic cylinder arranged on a support frame with a piston and a piston 

rod. 

at least two horizontal guiding cross-bars spaced apart from each otlier, wherein 
lengthwise displacement of said piston rod is transformed into a synchronous upward and 
downward movement of said horizontal cuidinti cross-bars , said horizontal guiding oross-bars 
connected to a load-receiving device for the container, said horizontal guiding cross-bars being 
guided on vertical heams-su pport pillars o f the support frame at both ends, tor the lifting and 
lowering ofthe container, 

wherein transformation ofthe lengthwise displacement of said piston rod into the 
upward and downward movement of said horizontal guiding cross-bars is accomplished by at 
least one angle lever pivoted on said support frame, said at least one angle lever comprising two 
lever arms, one of said lever arms being connected to said piston rod and the other of said lever 
arms being connected to one of said guiding cross-bars. 

2. (currently amended) The lifting device per claim U incladinH a second angle lever, wherein 
said one of said lever arms connected to said piston rod is linked by a rod-shaped coupling 
element to a lev e r nrm of onothor onglo l e \^t ' r. whose a lever arm o f said second an&le lever. 
wherein the o ther lever arm of said second angic leycr is connected to the other one of said 
horizontal g uiding cross-bars, fiuch thnt tmction devieon r,Li « ipL'ndcsd from w herein e xtending and 
retracting said piston rod causes said horizontal guiding cross-bars to.move synchronously te 
enoh other i n the vertical direction. 
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3. (previously ptejjented) The lifting device per claim 2, wherein eaeh of said guiding 
cross-bars is Cimnecled by a coupling rod to one of said lever amis. 

4. (previously presented) The lifting device per claim 3, wherein each of said guiding cross-bars 
is connected by a coupling rod to one of said lever arms on either side of the middle of the 
cross-bar, 

5. (curn?ntly amended) llic lifting device per claim 4, including a means for connecting said 
guiding cross-bars to said load-receiving device, w herein said loadn'eceiving device for the 
container is suspended in the form of a spreader from said guich'ng cross-bar s via traction 

6. (previously presented) iTic lifting device per claim 1 , wherein each of said guiding 
cross-bars is connected by a coupling rod to one of said lever arms. 

7. (previously presented) The lifting device per claim 6, wherein each of said guiding cross-bars 
is connected by a coupling rod to one olfsaid lever arms on cither side of the middle of the 
cross-bar. 

8^ (currently amended) The lifting device per claim 7, including a means for connecting said 
auidintf cTx>ss-bars to said load -receiving device, w herein said load-receiving device for the 
container is suspended in the form of a spreader from said guiding cross-bar !; via traction 
deviees. 

9. (previously presented) The liftijig device per claim 2^ wherein each of sidd guiding cross-bars 
is connected by a coupling rod to one of said lever arms on either side of the middle of the 
cros&-bar. 

10. (currently amended) The liiling device per claim 9, including a means for connecting said 
guiding cross-bars to said load-receiving device, wherein said load-receiving device for the 
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container is suspended in the form of a spreader from said guiding cross-bar s via traction 
dovicoit > 

1 1 . (currently amended) The lifting device per claim 1 , including a means for connecting sajd 
guiding cross-bars to said load-receiving device^ w herein said load-receiving device lor the 
container is suspended in the form of a spreader Irom said guiding cn)ss-ba n; via traction 
dovicc5i > 

12. (currently amended) iTic lifting device per claim % includinp a means for connecting said 
guiding cross-bars to said load-receiving device, v iicrein said load-receiving device for Gie 
container is suspended in the form of a spreader ftoni said guiding cross-bar r . via traction 

1 3. (currently amended) The lifting device per claim 3, including a means for connecting said 
guiding cross-bars to said load-receivinp device, w herein said ioad-recciying device for the 
container is suspended in the ftirm of a spreader from said guiding cross-bar s via tioctio n 

1 4. (withdrawn) The lifting device per claim 1 , including deflected cables fastened to said 
piston rod for tmnsfoiming the lengthwise displacement into the upward and downward motion, 
said dellected cables being ut least indirectly connected at the other end to said guiding 
cross-bars, wherein Ireely turning deflection rollers cause the deflection of said deflected cables. 

15. (withdrawn) The lifting device per claim 14, wherein the deflection of said deflected cables 
occurs in the direction vertical to the respective guiding cross-bar. 

1 6. (new) A lifting device for containers adapted to be handled by means of container handling 
equipment, said lifting device comprising: 

a support frame having at least two vertical support pillars; 
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at least one hydraulic cylinder arranged on said support frame with a piston and a piston 

rod: 

at least two hori:^.ontal guiding cross-bars spaced apart from each other, said horizontal 
guiding cross-bars connected tt> a load-receiving device adapted to support a container; 

at least one angle lever pivoted on said support frame, said at least one angle lever 
comprising two lever arms, wherein one oi'said lever arms is connected to said piston rod and 
the other of said lever arms is connected to one of said horizontal guiding cross-bars; and 

wherein extending and retracting said piston rod causes synchronous upward and 
downward movetnent oPsaid horizontal guiding cross-bars^ said movement of said horizontal 
guiding cross-bars causing the lifting and lowering of the load-receiving device and the 
container, wherein said at least two vertical support pillars of the support frame guide tlie 
movement of said hon/xmtal guiding cross-bars. 

1 7. (new) 1 he lifting device per claim 1 6^ including a second angle lever, wherein said one of . 
said lever arms connected to said piston rod is linked by a rod-shaped coupling element to a 
lever arm of said second angle lever, wherein the other lever aim of said second angle lever is 
connected to the other one of said hori/jontal guiding cross-bars, wherein extending and 
retracting said pisitjn rod causes said horizontal guiding cross-bars to move synchronously in the 
vertical direction. 

1 8. (new) The lifih^ device per claim 1 6, wherein each of said guiding cross-bars is connected 
by a coupling rod to one of said lever aims. 

19. (new) The lifting device per claim 17* wherein each of said guiding cross-bars is connected 
by a coupling rod to one of said lever arms on either side of the middle of the guiding cross-bar. 

20. (new) The lifting device, per claim 16, including a means for connecting said guiding cross- 
bars to said load-receiving device for the container, wherein said load-receiving device is 
suspended from said guiding cross-bars in the form of a spreader^ 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 3/15/2007 1 :35:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 



